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1
INFUSION DEVICE OCCLUSION
DETECTION SYSTEM

BACKGROUND

Devices and methods that are used to deliver measured
quantities of fluids may have useful applications in the
industrial, academic, and medical fields. For example, in the
medical industry, an infusion device may be used in order to
deliver one or more therapeutic agents through an infusion
set to targeted subcutaneous or intravascular regions of a
patient. The ability of an infusion device to successfully
deliver measured quantities of therapeutic agents to the
targeted areas may be significantly hindered by an occlusion
in the infusion set. Such an occlusion may result from
biological or other extraneous materials which may enter the
infusion set or the occlusion may result from other causes
such as a kink in infusion tubing. An occlusion in an infusion
set may partially or completely restrict the fluid flow through
the infusion set and thereby alter the dose of therapeutic
agent being delivered to a patient or prevent delivery of the
therapeutic agent completely.

The ability of the infusion device to alert the user to an
occlusion may therefore be important, as the user can then
eliminate the occlusion and then proceed with the delivery
of the therapeutic agents at the proper dose levels. What
have been needed are devices and methods which are
capable of detecting and alerting a user of an infusion device
to a hindrance in the ability to deliver measured quantities of
fluids. What have also been needed are devices and methods
of occlusion detection that do not require significant modi-
fications of or added components to an infusion device.

SUMMARY

Some embodiments are directed to a method for detecting
occlusions during the use of an infusion device that may
deliver therapeutic agents to a patient. The method may
include generating multiple residual sum values from
respective multiple variable volumes of a fluid that have
been dispensed by the infusion device. The method may
include performing a plurality of dispense cycles with the
infusion device, each dispense cycle involving providing
power to a motor that translates a spool which may be
slidably disposed within a bore. The method for each
dispense step may also include transferring a sub-variable
volume of the fluid from a variable volume cavity disposed
within the spool to an output port which is in fluid commu-
nication with the bore. The method for a dispense step may
further include terminating the power to the motor and
measuring a residual displacement datum of the spool after
the cessation of motion of the spool with a position mea-
surement device. The method may further include summing
the residual displacement data from each dispense cycle
performed while dispensing the respective variable volume
of the fluid in order to generate a respective residual sum
value. The method may also include individually loading a
plurality of residual sum values into a filter with a filter
output being the running weighted average of residual sum
values which have been loaded into the filter, thereby
generating a nominal filter output value. The method may
also include comparing a plurality of residual sum values
generated subsequent to the generation of the nominal filter
output value to the nominal filter output value in order to
determine if each residual sum value exceeds the nominal
filter output value by a threshold difference value. The
method may also include alerting a user of the infusion
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2

device to an occlusion if a plurality of successive residual
sum values surpass the nominal filter output value by the
threshold difference value.

Some embodiments are directed to an infusion device that
is capable of detecting occlusions while delivering thera-
peutic agents to a patient. The infusion device may include
a motor that is capable of generating a motive force when
power is provided to the motor. The infusion device may
also include a bore which may contain a fluid and an output
port that is in fluid communication with the bore. The
infusion device may also include a spool that is coupled to
the motor and that has a variable volume cavity. The spool
may be slidably disposed within a bore that is in fluid
communication with the output port. The spool may be
capable of performing a dispense step wherein power is
provided to the motor and the resulting motive force trans-
lates the spool within the bore thereby decreasing the
volume of the variable volume cavity and transferring a
sub-variable volume of fluid from the variable volume
cavity to the output port. The infusion device may also
include a position measurement device configured to mea-
sure the axial position of the spool. The position measure-
ment device can be configured to measure a residual dis-
placement datum at the end of a dispense cycle by measuring
a difference in a position of the spool at the termination of
power to the motor and a position of the spool at a cessation
of the motion of the spool. The infusion device may also
include a control system which is configured to analyze the
residual displacement datum in order to determine if an
occlusion criterion is satisfied.

Some embodiments are directed at a method for detecting
occlusions during the use of an infusion device which is
configured to deliver therapeutic agents to a patient. The
method may include performing a dispense cycle with the
infusion device. The method for the dispense cycle may
include providing power to a motor of the infusion device to
generate a motive force and translating a spool slidably
disposed within a bore with the motive force from the motor.
The method for the dispense step may also include trans-
ferring a sub-variable volume of fluid from a variable
volume cavity formed by the spool into an output port which
is in fluid communication with the bore as a volume of the
variable volume cavity is decreased by the motion of the
spool. The method may also include analyzing the residual
displacement datum in order to determine if an occlusion
criterion is satisfied.

Some embodiments are directed to an infusion device that
is capable of detecting occlusions while delivering thera-
peutic agents to a patient. The infusion device may include
a motor capable of generating a motive force when power is
provided to the motor and a bore which may contain a fluid.
The infusion device may also include an output port that is
in fluid communication with the bore and a spool coupled to
the motor and which is slidably disposed within the bore.
The spool may have a variable volume cavity and may be
capable of a dispense cycle wherein power is provided to the
motor and the resulting motive force translates the spool
within the bore thereby decreasing a variable volume of fluid
of'the variable volume cavity and transferring a sub-variable
volume of fluid from the variable volume cavity to the
output port. The infusion device may also include a position
measurement device that is configured to measure the axial
position of the spool. The position measurement device may
be configured to measure a residual displacement datum at
the end of a dispense cycle by measuring a difference in a
position of the spool at the termination of power to the motor
and a position of the spool at a cessation of the motion of the
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spool. The infusion device may also include a control system
that is configured to sum residual displacement data from a
plurality of dispense cycles that deliver a respective variable
volume of fluid in order to generate a residual sum value.
The control system may generate a plurality of respective
residual sum values from a plurality of respective variable
volumes dispensed, and may then analyze the plurality of
residual sum values and indicate an occluded state if the
plurality of residual sum values satisfy an occlusion crite-
rion.

Certain embodiments are described further in the follow-
ing description, examples, claims and drawings. These fea-
tures of embodiments will become more apparent from the
following detailed description when taken in conjunction
with the accompanying exemplary drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The drawings depict embodiments of the technology and
are not limiting. For clarity and ease of illustration, the
drawings may not be made to scale and, in some instances,
various aspects may be shown exaggerated or enlarged to
facilitate an understanding of particular embodiments.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an infusion device
embodiment having a user interface.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an infusion cartridge
embodiment with an infusion set.

FIG. 3 depicts the infusion cartridge embodiment of FIG.
2 releasably secured to an infusion device housing of the
infusion device embodiment of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 depicts an infusion device attached to and in
functional communication with a patient.

FIG. 4A is a view of the tubing of the infusion set of FIG.
4 subcutaneously positioned under the tissue of the patient.

FIG. 5 is a schematic view of the infusion device of FIG.
3.

FIG. 5A is a perspective view of embodiments of a spool,
a spool distal section, a variable volume cavity, and a
driveshaft coupled to the spool main section.

FIG. 6A is a schematic of the infusion device of FIG. 3
depicting the spool drawing a fluid from a reservoir into the
variable volume.

FIG. 6B is a sectional view of a motor of the infusion
device of FIG. 6A depicting an angular motion of a motor-
shaft.

FIG. 6C depicts the infusion device of FIG. 6A with the
spool moving into a position to deliver the fluid to an output
port.

FIG. 6D is a sectional view of the motor of the infusion
device of FIG. 6C depicting a motion of the motorshaft.

FIG. 6E depicts the infusion device of FIG. 6C with the
spool performing a dispense cycle wherein a portion of the
fluid contained within the variable volume cavity is deliv-
ered to the output port.

FIG. 6F is a sectional view of the motor of the infusion
device of FIG. 6E depicting a motion of the motorshaft.

FIG. 6G shows the infusion device of FIG. 6E after a
plurality of dispense cycles have been performed thereby
transferring the full capacity contained within the variable
volume cavity into the output port.

FIG. 7 is a graph that depicts the position of a spool over
the time it takes to deliver a variable volume of fluid to the
output port.

FIG. 8A is an enlarged view of the schematic of the
infusion device shown in FIG. 5 depicting the spool main
section of FIG. 5A at position x1 prior to a dispense cycle.
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FIG. 8B depicts the spool main section of FIG. 8A at
position x2 at the termination of the dispense cycle.

FIG. 8C shows the spool of FIG. 8B after a residual
displacement has moved the spool main section to position
x3 after a rebound of the spool main section.

FIG. 9A is an enlarged view of the schematic of the
infusion device shown in FIG. 5 depicting the spool main
section at position x4 prior to a dispense cycle.

FIG. 9B depicts the spool main section of FIG. 9A at
position x5 at the termination of the dispense cycle.

FIG. 9C depicts the spool of FIG. 9B after an overshoot
residual displacement has moved the spool to position x6.

FIG. 10 is an enlarged view of the graph of FIG. 7
depicting a rebound residual displacement in the position of
the spool after a dispense cycle.

FIG. 11 is an enlarged view of the graph of FIG. 7
depicting an overshoot residual displacement in the position
of the spool after a dispense cycle.

FIG. 12 depicts a schematic view of the infusion device
of FIG. 5 after an alarm has been triggered.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart of an embodiment of a method for
detecting occlusions in an infusion device that is capable of
delivering a single fluid.

FIG. 14A depicts a gearbox, driveshaft, a spool, and a
linear encoder that measures the position of the spool at a
first position.

FIG. 14B depicts a gearbox, driveshaft, a spool, and a
linear encoder that measures the position of the spool at a
second position.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Some embodiments of infusion devices and the method
embodiments discussed herein are directed to detection of a
hindrance to the ability to deliver fluids to a patient. In some
cases the hindrance may be an occlusion between an output
port of the infusion device and the patient who is connected
to the infusion device by an infusion set. Some embodiments
may include a mechanism by which the infusion device may
alert a user of the infusion device to the presence of a full or
partial occlusion in the infusion set. The occlusion detection
device and method embodiments discussed herein may be
used in conjunction with infusion device embodiments con-
figured to deliver a single fluid to the patient, or with
infusion device configurations configured to deliver multiple
fluids to the patient. Embodiments of the infusion device
may also be configured with a removable infusion cartridge
which can contain the fluid or fluids in a single reservoir or
in multiple reservoirs respectively. The infusion cartridge
may also have the capability of being refilled with the fluid
or fluids by the user.

Some embodiments of an infusion device that is config-
ured to detect a complete or partial occlusion may include a
motor, a controller, a processor that is functionally linked to
the controller, and a user interface which allows a user to
operate the infusion device. The user interface may also
provide the user with information regarding the delivery of
the fluid or fluids. The infusion device may perform a
dispense cycle wherein the therapeutic agent or agents are
delivered to a patient through the infusion set. Each dispense
cycle may be performed by a spool which may be disposed
within a bore inside the infusion cartridge. The dispense
cycle may begin when the processor instructs the controller
to activate the motor that in turn advances the spool within
the bore. As the spool is advanced in a first direction within
the bore, it transfers fluid or fluids from the bore into the
infusion set and subsequently to the patient.
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At the termination of the dispense cycle when the con-
troller stops the power to the motor, the spool may experi-
ence a residual displacement within the bore such that it
moves in a second direction which is linearly opposed to the
first direction. This is known as a “rebound” motion of the
spool. It is also possible for the spool to have an “overshoot”
residual displacement at the termination of a dispense cycle.
In this case the spool continues to move in the first direction
after the termination of power to the motor. Each residual
motion and its cause will be discussed below.

For some method embodiments, data obtained by moni-
toring the magnitude of a residual displacement or the
magnitudes of a plurality of residual displacements can be
used in order to determine if an occlusion may exist between
the output port of the infusion device and the patient who is
connected to the infusion device by the infusion set. A
position measurement device may be used in order to
determine the linear position of the spool within the bore.
The processor can then analyze that data to determine if the
infusion set is occluded and alert the user via the user
interface. The user can then clear the occlusion or replace the
infusion set and then continue with the drug delivery
therapy.

FIGS. 1-4A depict embodiments of an infusion device 10
with an infusion cartridge 12 having an infusion set 14, as
well as a diagram of the placement of the infusion device 10
on a patient 20. An embodiment of an infusion device 10 is
shown in FIG. 1. The infusion device 10 may include a user
interface 16 as is shown in FIG. 1. FIG. 2 depicts an infusion
cartridge 12 in fluid communication with an infusion set 14
as well as an output port 18. FIG. 3 shows the infusion
cartridge 12 inserted into the infusion device 10. FIG. 4
depicts an infusion device 10 secured to the body of a patient
20. FIG. 4A is a cross sectional view of FIG. 4 showing the
termination of the distal end 22 of the tubing 24 of the
infusion set 14 in a subcutaneous position in the tissue 26 of
the patient 20. Also shown in FIG. 4A is a fluid, including
a medicament such as insulin, 28 being delivered subcuta-
neously into the tissue 26 of the patient 20 through the
infusion set 14. The tubing 24 may be held in place on the
tissue 26 with an adhesive strip 30. For some embodiments
the infusion device 10 may be configured as an ambulatory
infusion pump.

As has been previously discussed, it may be desirable to
have the infusion device 10 alert a user to the presence of an
occlusion between the output port 18 of the infusion device
10 and the patient 20, who is typically the user, and who is
connected to the infusion device 10 by the infusion set 14.
This is for the safety of the patient 20 and the therapeutic
efficacy of the fluid 28 (typically a medicament such as
insulin in the case of infusion devices used for diabetes)
being delivered to the patient 20. The various components of
the infusion device 10 may each play a role in the manner
by which the infusion device assembly can detect and alert
a user to an occlusion between the output port 18 of the
infusion device 10 and the patient 20 who is connected to the
infusion device 10 by the infusion set 14.

Some embodiments of the infusion device discussed
herein may be configured to deliver a single fluid to the
patient, while other embodiments of infusion devices may
be configured to deliver multiple fluids, such as therapeutic
fluids including insulin, an particularly, multiple insulin
formulations of differing types, to the patient. For example,
commonly owned U.S. Patent Publication No. 2013/
0053816, Ser. No. 13/557,163, filed Jul. 24, 2012, by
DiPerna et al. and titled Multi-Reservoir Infusion Pump
Systems and Methods, is incorporated by reference herein in
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its entirety and discusses various embodiments of infusion
devices or pumps that are configured to deliver multiple
therapeutic fluids. When multiple fluids are delivered to the
patient, the multiple fluids may be delivered either sequen-
tially or simultaneously. The devices and methods of occlu-
sion detection discussed herein may also be operatively
applied to any suitable pump embodiment discussed in the
incorporated patent publication 2013/0053816. Additional
pump devices and methods that may be used in conjunction
with the occlusion detection devices and methods discussed
herein are also discussed in commonly owned U.S. Patent
Publication No. 2011/0152770, Ser. No. 12/846,688, filed
Jul. 29, 2010 by B. Bureson et al., titled Infusion Pump
System with Disposable Cartridge Having Pressure Venting
and Pressure Feedback, which is also incorporated by ref-
erence herein in its entirety. Further examples of such pumps
include those disclosed in U.S. patent application Ser. No.
12/714,299, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/538,018,
U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/655,883, U.S.
Provisional Patent Application No. 61/656,967 and U.S. Pat.
No. 8,287,495, each of which is incorporated herein by
reference. Any of the infusion devices discussed or incor-
porated herein may be configured to be used as ambulatory
pumps which may be conveniently carried on the person of
the patient during use. Examples of such commercially
available ambulatory infusion devices include the T:slim®
pump sold by Tandem Diabetes Care, Inc. of San Diego,
Calif., the Paradigm® Revel™ pump sold by Medtronic
Minimed, Inc. of Northridge, Calif. and the One Touch®
Ping® pump sold by Animas Corporation of West Chester,
Pa.

Although embodiments described herein may be dis-
cussed in the context of the controlled delivery of medica-
ments such as insulin, other indications and applications are
also contemplated. Device and method embodiments dis-
cussed herein may be used for pain medication, chemo-
therapy, iron cleation, immunoglobulin treatment, dextrose
or saline IV delivery, or any other suitable indication or
application. As such, any of the infusion devices discussed
or incorporated herein may be used to deliver any useful
fluid, such as a therapeutic fluid or fluids, to the patient.
Examples of therapeutic fluids suitable for delivery by the
infusion devices discussed or incorporated herein may
include antibiotics, glucose, saline, glucagon, pramlintide or
any other suitable liquid medicament. Non-medical appli-
cations are also contemplated.

With regard to the treatment of diabetes, a regimented
dosage of materials, in particular, the administration of
insulin is typically required. In addition, the administration
of insulin for a diabetic patient is one of a few medical
indications wherein patient routinely administers the medi-
cament to themselves by a subcutaneous modality. As such,
providing a patient with the means to safely, reliably and
comfortably administer required doses of medication may be
particularly important in order to facilitate patient compli-
ance and accurate treatment of the condition.

Blood glucose is an important factor for metabolism and
the provision of energy and proper organ functioning in
mammals. The accurate regulation of blood glucose is,
therefore, an essential task necessary for the well-being of
the mammal. For instance, the neurons of the brain of an
organism depend on glucose for fueling their functioning.
Hence, blood glucose levels are typically regulated by
feedback loops between the brain and the pancreas. The
pancreas functions in response to various hormones released
by the brain by itself releasing hormones that regulate the
uptake, e.g., storage, of blood sugar, or the release of stored
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blood sugar. For instance, two essential hormones in the
regulation of blood sugar levels are insulin and glucagon,
both of which are synthesized by specialized cells in the
pancreas. Specifically, the § cells of the islets of Langerhans
function to synthesize insulin, while the o cells of the islets
of Langerhans function to synthesize glucagon.

Maintaining appropriate blood glucose homeostasis is an
important factor for promoting the length and quality of life.
However, there are many factors that affect the body’s
ability to maintain such homeostasis. For instance, factors
such as the body’s ability to produce or respond to insulin,
one’s physiological condition and/or health, the quantity and
type of food one eats, one’s metabolic rate, activity level, the
types of activities and the exertion level in which one
engages, as well as other such factors that make up a
person’s daily life and/or routine, all play important roles in
effecting the body’s ability to maintain homeostasis.

Insulin injecting pumps have been developed for the
administration of insulin for those suffering from both type
I and II diabetes. Insulin pumps are medical devices used for
the administration of insulin in the treatment of diabetes and
offer an alternative to multiple daily injections of insulin by
an insulin syringe or an insulin pen. They also allow for
continuous insulin therapy. There are, however, several
drawbacks associated with the use of subcutaneous injection
syringes and/or some currently available infusion pumps for
the delivery of insulin. Patient compliance, for instance, is a
major problem with respect to the use of insulin syringes. A
high percent of subjects suffering from diabetes experience
dread when it comes to insulin injections due to the anxiety
and discomfort associated with regular use of a the needle
therefore. Further complications involve the cost of the
syringes, which cost may lead to the spread of infections and
diseases, such as human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and
hepatitis, through the sharing and/or reusing of needles. In
addition, diabetes patients who choose to use commercially
available pumps to avoid the disadvantages of syringe
delivery often find that wearing them together with their
required infusion set tubing is uncomfortable or unwieldy,
particularly while participating in sporting activities or while
sleeping.

Generally a patient’s insulin requirements vary greatly, as
mentioned above, and may be influenced by a variety of
factors (e.g., caloric intake, physiological conditions).
Therefore, in some cases, it may be desirable to provide
patients with a user friendly portable infusion device having
an interface that facilitates its use and having features that
provide useful information about the device and its func-
tions.

An embodiment of an infusion device 32 with the ability
to detect the presence of an occlusion and that may deliver
a single fluid, such as a therapeutic fluid like insulin, is
shown in FIG. 5. The infusion device 32 is similar to the one
shown in FIG. 3; however the infusion device 32 is shown
in a schematic view in FIG. 5. The schematic view is
convenient in that it allows for the visual depiction of
elements that may be contained within infusion device
embodiments discussed herein. The schematic view also
allows for the visual depiction of the movement of elements
contained within the infusion device that are necessary to
discuss the sequence of events that may be used to deliver
fluid and to detect the presence of an occlusion.

The infusion device 32 shown in FIG. 5 incorporates an
infusion cartridge 34 which may be detached from the
infusion device 32. The infusion cartridge 34 is designed
such that it contains elements that may be considered
disposable, which is convenient as the removable infusion
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cartridge 34 may be detached from the infusion device 32
and discarded once the fluid contained within it has been
delivered to a patient. A new removable infusion cartridge
may then be attached to the infusion device 32 in order to
facilitate the delivery of more fluid to the patient. The
infusion cartridge 34 may incorporate an output port 36 and
a cylindrical bore 38. The output port 36 may be coupled to
an infusion set 37. The infusion cartridge may also include
a fluid reservoir 40 that contains a fluid 42. A cylindrical
spool 44 may be slidably disposed within the bore 38. The
output port 36 is in fluid communication with the bore 38,
which is in turn in fluid communication with the fluid
reservoir 40.

The spool 42 disposed within the removable infusion
cartridge 34 is coupled to a driveshaft 46 which is in turn
coupled to a gearbox 47. When the infusion cartridge 34 is
attached to the infusion device 32, a coupling element 48 of
the driveshaft 46 snaps into a socket section 50 of the spool
44 as is shown in FIG. 5A thereby securing the two together.
Referring to FIG. 5, the gearbox 47 is in turn coupled to a
motor 52 by a motorshaft 54 which can rotate in either a first
angular direction or in a second angular direction. One
purpose of the gearbox 47 is to convert a rotational motion
of the motorshaft 54 into a linear motion of the spool 44
within the bore 38. The motor 52 may also be in operative
communication with a controller 56, which may provide
power to the motor 52 such that the motorshaft 54 rotates.

FIG. 5 also depicts a processor 58 that may include a
system memory 60. The system memory 60 may be used in
order to store processor instructions. The processor instruc-
tions stored in the system memory 60 allow for the processor
58 to instruct other elements which are in operative com-
munication with the processor 58 to perform specific tasks.
For example the processor 58 may be in operative commu-
nication with the controller 56, and the processor instruc-
tions may instruct the processor 58 to activate the controller
56 such that it powers the motor 52 and turns the motorshaft
54. In turn, the processor instructions may instruct the
processor 58 to deactivate the controller 56 such that the
power to the motor 52 is terminated.

The processor 58 may also be in operative communication
with a filter 62. The filter 62 may incorporate a filter input
and a filter output. For some embodiments of an infusion
device, the filter 62 may be an Infinite Impulse Response
(IIR) filter. IIR filters are also known as exponential filters
because the effects of an input change on the output decay
exponentially. The IIR filter 62 may be used in order to
determine the “running average” of a series of input values.

In some instances the IIR filter 62 requires the storage of
only one variable, the previous filter output. The IIR filter 62
process an input and the previous filter output value accord-
ing to the following equation:

Si=(l-o)yrrouf, (€8]

The equation averages the current filter input r with the
with the previous filter output f, , in order to determine the
filter output . The output may be a weighted average of the
two values as determined by the filter constant c. For
example if the value of a is set at 0.8, the previous filter
output value f, is weighted at 80% and the filter input r is
weighted at 20% during the averaging process.

The filter constant o may be determined by the following
formula:

@
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In this formula (2) T is a time interval between specific
events (for example the duration of a dispense cycle) and ©
is a time constant which may be programmed into the filter
at startup. The filter constant o may also be determined
empirically and stored in the filter at startup.

FIG. 5 also depicts an encoder 64 that is disposed in
proximity to the motor 52 and that may be in operative
communication with the processor 58. For some embodi-
ments the purpose of the encoder 64 is to relay information
about the position and movement of the motorshaft 54 to the
processor 58. Information about the position and movement
of the motorshaft 54 may be used to indirectly measure the
position spool 44 within the bore 38. In such cases, a
rotational motion of the motorshaft 54 is translated into a
linear motion of the spool 44 by the gearbox, 47 therefore
the rotational motion of the motorshaft 54 can be correlated
to a linear motion of the spool 44.

FIG. 5A depicts the spool coupled to the driveshaft 46. As
shown in the figure, a spool main section 66 is coupled to a
spool distal section 68. The spool distal section 68 and the
spool main section 66 together form a variable volume
cavity 70. The spool distal section 68 may move indepen-
dently of the spool main section 66 as constrained by an
enlarged portion 72 of the spool distal section 68 which is
mechanically captured by a cavity 74 of the spool main
section 66. Thus in such embodiments the spool distal
section 68 may be displaced relative to the spool main
section 66 over limited distances. Thus the volume of the
variable volume cavity 70 may be determined by the posi-
tion of the spool main section 66 with respect to the spool
distal section 68 in such embodiments. A dispense cycle of
fluid 42 may be performed by the spool 44 by decreasing the
volume of the variable volume cavity 70. The maximum
volume of fluid 42 that may be contained within the variable
volume cavity 70 is a variable volume, defined at a point
where the spool distal section 68 is displaced at a maximum
separation distance from the spool main section 66 as
determined by the captured enlarged portion 72 and cavity
74. FIG. 5A depicts a variable volume 76 of fluid 42
contained in the variable volume cavity 70. A dispense cycle
delivers a portion of the variable volume 76 to the patient.
The portion of the variable volume 76 delivered to the
patient will be referred to as a sub-variable volume.

In some cases, the infusion device 32 delivers the fluid 42
contained within the fluid reservoir 40 by delivering a series
of variable volumes 76 of fluid 42 until the fluid reservoir 40
is nearly empty. In turn each variable volume 76 of fluid 42
is dispensed by a series of dispense cycles, with each
dispense cycle dispensing a sub-variable volume of the
variable volume 76. FIG. 6A shows the infusion device 32
performing a fill step wherein the spool 44 is moved into a
location to perform a dispense cycle, and the variable
volume cavity 70 is filled with fluid 42 from the fluid
reservoir 40. To begin a fill step, the processor 58 (using
processor instructions) instructs the controller 56 to activate
the motor 52 such that the motorshaft 54 rotates in a first
angular direction. The rotation of the motorshaft 54 in the
first angular direction is indicated by the arrow 78 shown in
FIG. 6B. The gearbox 47 transforms the rotational motion of
the motorshaft 54 in the first angular direction into a
translational motion of the spool 44 in a first linear direction
as indicated by the arrow 80 in FIG. 6A. As the spool 44
moves in the first linear direction, the encoder 64 may be
used to indirectly monitor the position of the spool 44 by
measuring the angular position of the motorshaft 54. The
motion of the spool 44, specifically of the motion of the
spool main section 66, draws fluid 42 from the fluid reser-
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voir 40 and into the variable volume cavity 70. The fill step
terminates when the variable volume cavity 76 is filled with
fluid 42 and the spool distal section 68 and spool main
section 66 are at maximum separation. In FIG. 6C the
variable volume cavity 70 is positioned near the output port
36. At this point, the processor 58 may instruct the controller
56 to terminate power to the motor 52 as the spool 44 is in
position to perform the dispense cycle.

FIGS. 6E-6G depict the infusion device embodiment 32
as it performs a dispense cycle. The dispense cycle begins
with the processor 58 instructing the controller 56 to provide
power to the motor 52 such that a motive force is generated.
The motive force rotates the motorshaft 54 in a second
angular direction as indicated by the arrow 82 in FIG. 6F.
The motorshaft 54 rotating in the second angular direction
activates the gearbox 47 which in turn causes the driveshaft
46 and therefore the spool 44 to translate in a second linear
direction as indicated by the arrow 84 in FIG. 6E. While the
spool main section 66 moves in the second linear direction,
the spool distal section 68 remains motionless thereby
causing closure between the spool main section 66 and spool
distal section 68 and a decrease in volume of the variable
volume cavity 70. As the volume of the variable volume
cavity 70 is decreased, a sub-variable volume of the fluid 42
is transported from the variable volume cavity 70 to the
output port 36. The processor 58 uses processor instructions
to record position data from the encoder 64 in order to
determine the position of the spool 44 during the dispense
cycle, and the distance the spool 44 travels as measured by
the encoder 64 and recorded by the processor 58 determines
the duration of the dispense cycle.

Once a sub-variable volume of fluid contained within the
variable volume cavity 70 has been dispensed through the
output port 36, the processor 58 instructs the controller 56 to
terminate power to the motor 52 thereby ceasing the pow-
ered rotation of the motorshaft 54. The spool 44 may move
in either the first or second linear direction after the con-
troller 56 terminates power to the motor 52. This movement
is referred to as residual displacement of the spool 44.

The residual displacement of the spool 44 is translated
through the driveshaft 46, gearbox 47, and motor 52 to the
motorshaft 54 where the magnitude of the residual displace-
ment may be measured by the encoder 64 and reported to the
processor 58 as a residual displacement datum. The proces-
sor 58 may then store the residual displacement datum in the
system memory 60. At this point the dispense cycle has
ended in that a sub-variable volume has been delivered to the
output port 36 and the processor 58 has recorded a residual
displacement datum as measured by the encoder 64. It may
be noted that the motion of the spool 44 depicted in FIGS.
6C and 6E carrying out a single dispense cycle is greatly
exaggerated for the purpose of visualizing the dispense
cycle. Practically, the motion of the spool 44 may be much
less than is depicted in the two figures. That is to say, in
some instances it takes multiple dispense cycles to dispense
the fluid 42 contained within the variable volume cavity 70.
In some cases the variable volume 76 of fluid may be
dispensed in about 1 to about 100 delivery cycles. FIG. 6G
shows the spool 44 after a variable volume 76 of fluid has
been dispensed from the variable volume cavity 70 by
multiple dispense cycles.

In some cases the infusion device elements that are used
to carry out a dispense cycle may also be used in order to
alert a user of the infusion device to the presence of an
occlusion. If there is an occlusion in the system, the mag-
nitude of the residual displacement data may vary over the
course of multiple delivery steps. That is if there is an
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occlusion between the output port 36 and the patient, pres-
sure may build up in the infusion set 37. This pressure,
sometimes referred to as “back pressure”, can lead to an
increase in the magnitude of the residual displacement of the
spool 44 after a dispense cycle. Accordingly the magnitude
of the residual displacement datum as recorded by the
encoder 64 may be used an indication of the presence of an
occlusion.

For some embodiments, a single residual displacement
datum may be analyzed in order to alert the user of the
infusion device 32 to the presence of an occlusion between
the output port 36 and the patient. After the dispense cycle,
the encoder 64 may send the residual displacement datum to
the processor 58. The processor 58 may then compare the
residual displacement datum to a stored value to determine
if an occlusion criterion is met. For example the processor
58 may compare the residual displacement datum to the
filter output of the filter 62, and if the residual displacement
datum is significantly higher than the filter output or is
higher by a threshold value, the processor 58 could then
trigger an alarm 86 (as shown in FIG. 6E) in order to alert
a user of the infusion device to the presence of an occlusion.
Alternatively the processor 58 may compare the residual
displacement datum to a stored value in the system memory
60, and if the residual displacement datum is significantly
higher than the stored value or is higher than a threshold
value, the processor 58 could then trigger the alarm 86 in
order to alert a user of the infusion device 32 to the presence
of an occlusion.

As previously discussed however, the residual displace-
ment datum may be measured either in the first linear
direction (as a rebound of the spool 44) or in the second
linear direction (as an overshoot of the spool 44). The ability
to detect an occlusion from a single residual displacement
datum may be limited by the fact that the residual displace-
ment datum may be an overshoot value and thus may not be
indicative of excess pressure in the infusion set 37.

FIG. 7 is a graph depicting the position of the spool 44
over the course of multiple delivery steps which may deliver
a variable volume 76 of fluid. The vertical axis of the chart
represents the position of the spool 44 over time, which is
represented as the horizontal axis of the chart. Each “step”
in the chart represents one delivery cycle. The initial shape
of each step determines if the residual displacement of the
spool 44 is a rebound or an overshoot motion of the spool 44.

FIGS. 8A-8C show an enlarged view of the infusion
device FIG. 5, showing the spool 44, the spool main section
66, the spool distal section 68, the bore 38, the fluid 42, and
the output port 36. The figures depict a single dispense cycle
and subsequent residual displacement in the form of a
rebound of the spool 44. The spool main section 66 is shown
at position X1 (the beginning of a dispense cycle) in FIG.
8A, which also depicts a variable volume 76 of fluid 42
contained within the variable volume cavity 70. Note that in
each figure the position marked as X0 indicates a relative
zero position for each of the other positions. In FIG. 8A, the
dispense cycle has been initiated in that the spool main
section 66 has begun to move in the second linear direction
as indicated by the arrow 90 and the fluid 42 is being
transferred from the variable volume cavity 70 to the output
port 36. FIG. 8B depicts the spool main section 66 after
power to the motor 52 has been terminated. The spool main
section 66 is now at position X2, and note that the spool
distal section 68 has not moved from its position in FIG. 8A.
FIG. 8C depicts the spool main section 66 after it has moved
in the first linear direction as indicated by the arrow 92 (with
the power to the motor 52 off) to position X3. The spool
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main section 66 has thus undergone a residual displacement
in the form of a rebound. It should be noted that throughout
this document and without limiting the scope of the inven-
tion, stating that a residual displacement motion of the spool
44 has occurred is equivalent to stating that a residual
displacement motion of the spool main section 66 has
occurred. This applies to both rebound and overshoot motion
of the spool 44.

The magnitude of the rebound residual displacement may
vary according to several factors. The first factor is friction
between the spool main section 66 and the bore 38. For
example, the spool 44 and sections thereof may be separated
from the bore 38 by a plurality of flexible gaskets or seals 88
as shown in FIGS. 8A-8C. The seals 88 may become
deformed as the motor 52 advances the spool main section
66 in the second linear direction. At the termination of the
dispense cycle, the motor 52 is turned off and the seals 88
can recover to their original shape thereby causing the spool
main section 66 to perform a residual displacement in the
form of a rebound which occurs in the first linear direction.
Another factor that may contribute to a rebound of the spool
44 may be fluid pressure in the infusion set 37. If a fluid
lumen within the infusion set 37 is partially or completely
occluded, as more fluid 42 is delivered into the fluid lumen
during a delivery step, the pressure in the fluid lumen will
increase. The fluid delivery step will deliver more fluid 42
into the fluid lumen and therefore the pressure in the fluid
lumen will increase. This increase in pressure or backpres-
sure from the occlusion may result in a rebound of the spool
44 within the bore 38.

FIGS. 9A-9C are enlarged views the infusion device 32 of
FIG. 5 showing the spool 44, the spool main section 66, the
spool distal section 68, the bore 38, the fluid 42, and the
output port 36. F1IG. 9A depicts a variable volume 76 of fluid
42 contained within the variable volume cavity 70. The
figures depict a single dispense cycle and subsequent
residual displacement in the form of an overshoot of the
spool 44 (specifically of the spool main section 66). The
spool main section 66 is shown at position X4 (the beginning
of'a dispense cycle) in FIG. 9A. In each of FIGS. 9A-9C, the
position marked as X0 indicates a relative zero position for
each of the other positions. The dispense cycle has been
initiated in that the spool main section 66 has begun to move
in the second linear direction as indicated by the arrow 94
and the fluid 42 is being transferred from the variable
volume cavity 70 to the output port 36. FIG. 9B depicts the
spool main section 66 after power to the motor 52 has been
terminated and the spool main section 66 is now at position
XS5. Note that the spool distal section 68 has not moved from
the position it occupied in FIG. 9A. FIG. 9C depicts the
spool main section 66 after it has moved in the second linear
direction as indicated by the arrow 96 (with the power to the
motor 52 off) to position X6. The spool main section 66 has
thus undergone a residual displacement in the form of an
overshoot.

A residual displacement in the form of an overshoot may
be caused by a backlash in the system that has not yet been
taken out by the motion of the spool during the dispense
cycle. The backlash may be caused by friction between
spool and the bore, specifically between the gaskets attached
to the variable volume spool and the interior surface of the
bore. The backlash may occur as the seals are deformed
during the dispense cycle and then recover at the termination
of the dispense cycle thereby causing an overshoot of the
spool. The backlash may also be caused by spacing between
the teeth of the gears disposed within in the gearbox 47.
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Additionally, any significant reduction in the force to move
the spool 44 may result an overshoot motion of the spool 44.
FIG. 10 is an enlarged view of the chart contained in FIG.
7. FIG. 10 graphically represents the different positions of
the spool main section 66 over the course of dispense cycle
and a subsequent residual displacement in the form of a
rebound as depicted in FIGS. 8A-8C and discussed above.
Position X1 is the position of the spool main section at the
beginning of the delivery cycle. Position X2 is the position
of the spool main section 66 when the power to the motor 52
is terminated. Position X3 is the position of the spool main
section 66 after it has undergone a residual displacement in
the form of a rebound. As is indicated on the graph in FIG.
10, the residual displacement datum represents the magni-
tude of the difference in the position of the spool main
section 66 when it is at position X2 and when it at position
X3, that is the difference in the position of the spool main
section 66 between the termination of power to the motor 52
and the cessation of motion of the spool main section 66.

FIG. 11 is an enlarged view of a portion of the graph of
FIG. 7. FIG. 10 graphically represents the different positions
of the spool main section 66 over the course of the dispense
cycle and subsequent residual displacement in the form of an
overshoot as depicted in FIGS. 9A-9C and discussed above.
Position X4 is the position of the spool main section 66 at
the beginning of the delivery cycle. Position X5 is the
position of the spool main section 66 when the power to the
motor 52 is terminated. Position X6 is the position of the
spool main section 66 after it has undergone a residual
displacement in the form of an overshoot. As is indicated on
the graph in FIG. 11, the residual displacement datum
represents the magnitude of the difference in the position of
the spool main section 66 when it is at position X5 and
compared to when it at position X6. Put another way, the
residual displacement datum represents the difference in the
position of the spool main section 66 between the time of
termination of power to the motor 52 and the time of
cessation of motion of the spool main section 66.

As mentioned, because there are two types of residual
displacement datum, the ability to detect an occlusion from
a single residual displacement datum may be limited. If a
sole residual displacement datum is recorded and it is an
overshoot, this will not be indicative of excess pressure in
the infusion set. Additionally, the magnitude of each indi-
vidual residual displacement may be small, and therefore
may be subject to various system errors. For this reason is
may be advantageous to sum a plurality of residual sum data
over the course of delivering a variable volume of thera-
peutic agent. In this manner a more statistically relevant
number to be analyzed can be generated. The summing of
multiple residual displacement data will be discussed refer-
ring to FIGS. 6C-6G.

The delivery of a variable volume of fluid may be broken
down into a plurality of dispense cycles each of which
delivers a sub-variable volume from the variable volume
cavity 70 to the output port 37. Each dispense cycle may
begin with the processor 58 instructing the controller 56 to
provide power to the motor 52 in order to generate a motive
force. The motive force causes the motorshaft 54 to rotate in
the second angular direction as shown in FIG. 6F. The
gearbox 47 translates the rotation of the motorshaft 54 in the
second angular direction into a motion of the driveshaft 46
and spool 44 in the second linear direction indicated by the
arrow in FIG. 6E. The motion of the spool 44 in the second
linear direction decreases the volume of the variable volume
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cavity 70 formed by the spool main section 66 and the spool
distal section 68 which remains motionless within the bore
38.

As the volume of the variable volume cavity 70 is
decreased by the motion of the spool main section 66, the
fluid 40 is transferred from the variable volume cavity 70 to
the output port 36. The fluid 40 is then delivered to the
patient through the infusion set 37. The processor 58 may
then instruct the controller 56 to terminate power to the
motor 52. Although power to the motor 52 has been termi-
nated, the spool 44 may experience a residual displacement.
The residual displacement will be translated from the spool
44 to the motorshaft 54 through gearbox 47 which trans-
forms the linear motion of the driveshaft 46 and spool 44
into a rotational motion of the motorshaft 54. The magnitude
of the residual displacement may be measured by the
encoder 64, which measures the angular position of the
motorshaft 54. The processor 58 which is on operative
communication with the encoder 64 records a residual
displacement datum and stores it in the system memory 60.
The dispense cycle concludes at the cessation of motion of
the spool main section 66.

Multiple dispense cycles, each of which dispenses a
sub-variable volume, may be required to dispense a variable
volume 76 of fluid to a patient. It is possible for the
processor 58 to store in the system memory 60 each residual
displacement datum measured by the encoder 64 alter each
dispense cycle. After the delivery of the variable volume 76
of fluid 42, the processor 58 may sum the residual displace-
ment data stored in the system memory 60. The processor 58
may sum the residual displacement data using an algorithm
or using a summing circuit. By summing the residual
displacement data from each dispense cycle the processor 58
generates a residual sum value from the residual displace-
ment data.

The processor 58 may then compare the residual sum
value to a stored value to determine if an occlusion criterion
is met. For example the processor 58 may compare the
residual sum value to a filter output of the filter 62, and if the
residual sum value is higher than the filter output by a
threshold value, the processor 58 could then trigger an
occlusion alarm 86 (as shown in FIG. 12) in order to alert a
user of the infusion device 32 to the presence of an occlu-
sion. Alternatively, the processor 58 may compare the
residual sum value to a stored value which is stored in the
system memory 60, and if the residual sum is significantly
higher than the stored value or higher by at least a threshold
value, the processor 58 could then trigger the occlusion
alarm 86 (as shown in FIG. 12) in order to alert a user of the
infusion device 32 to the presence of an occlusion.

The methods and embodiments described thus far to
detect an occlusion in an infusion device could be further
enhanced by analyzing a plurality of residual sum values
from a plurality of respective variable volumes dispensed.
That is to say, if multiple respective variable volumes 76 of
fluid 42 are each dispensed with multiple dispense cycles,
multiple residual sum values may be generated. Each vari-
able volume 76 will be dispensed with multiple dispense
cycles, thereby resulting in a plurality of residual displace-
ment datum for each variable volume 76 dispensed. The
residual displacement data for each variable volume 76
dispensed may be summed in order to generate a respective
residual sum value. The generation and analysis of multiple
residual sum values allows for greater statistical accuracy
with regards to detecting an occlusion than does the gen-
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eration and analysis of a single residual displacement datum,
or the generation and analysis of a single residual sum
datum.

Again referring to FIGS. 6A-6G, the generation of mul-
tiple residual sum values begins with the dispensing of a
plurality of variable volumes 76. The delivery of each
variable volume 76 of fluid may in turn be broken down into
a plurality of dispense cycles with each dispense cycle
dispensing a sub-variable volume of fluid. Each dispense
cycle may begin with the processor 58 instructing the
controller 56 to provide power to the motor 52 in order to
generate a motive force. The motive force causes the motor-
shaft 54 to rotate in the second angular direction as shown
in FIG. 6E. The gearbox 47 translates the rotation of the
motorshaft 54 in the second angular direction into a motion
of the driveshaft 46 and spool 44 in the second linear
direction indicated in FIG. 6E. The motion of the spool 44
in the second linear direction decreases the volume of the
variable volume cavity 70 formed between the spool main
section 66 and the spool distal section 68 which remains
substantially motionless within the bore 38 during a dis-
pense cycle.

As the volume of the variable volume cavity 70 is
decreased by the motion of the spool main section 66, fluid
42 is transferred from the variable volume cavity 70 into the
output port 36. The fluid 42 is then delivered to the patient
through the infusion set 37. The processor 58 may then
instruct the controller 56 to terminate power to the motor 52.
Although power to the motor 52 has been terminated, the
spool 44 may experience a residual displacement. The
residual displacement will be translated from the spool 44 to
the motorshaft 54 through gearbox 47 which transforms the
linear motion of the driveshaft 46 and spool 44 into a
rotational motion of the motorshaft 54. The magnitude of the
residual displacement may be measured by the encoder 64,
which may measure the angular position of the motorshaft
54. The processor 58, which is on operative communication
with the encoder 64, records the residual displacement
datum and stores it in the system memory 60. The dispense
cycle concludes at the cessation of motion of the main spool
section 66 within the bore 38.

Multiple dispense cycles with each dispense cycle dis-
pensing a sub-variable volume are required to dispense each
variable volume 76 of fluid 42 to a patient. It is possible for
the processor 58 to store in the system memory 60 each
residual displacement datum measured by the encoder 64
after each dispense cycle. After the delivery of each variable
volume 76 of fluid 42, the processor 58 may sum the residual
displacement data stored in the system memory 60 for that
specific variable volume 76. The processor 58 may sum the
residual displacement data for the specific variable volume
76 of fluid using an algorithm or using a summing circuit. By
summing the residual displacement data for the specific
variable volume 76 of fluid 42 from each dispense cycle the
processor 58 may generate a residual sum value from the
residual displacement data for each of the variable volumes
76 dispensed.

With the generation of multiple residual sum values, a
variety of analytical methods may be applied to the residual
sum data in order to determine if an occlusion may exist
between the output port 36 of the infusion device 32 and a
patent who is connected to the infusion device 32 an infusion
set 37. For example, it may be advantageous to generate an
“average” residual sum value from the initial residual sum
values generated during the dispensing of multiple variable
volumes 76 of therapeutic agents or fluids 42. The average

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

16

residual sum values may then be used as a standard to which
all residual sum values subsequently generated may be
compared.

With regard to the filter 62 which has been previously
described, the filter 62 has a filter output f, which is the
weighted average (see equation 1) of the filter input r and the
previous filter output f, ;. The weighting between the two
values may be entirely determined by the filter constant a.
The filter can thus be used to create a running average of a
sequential series of values; in this case, a sequential series of
residual sum values. To create the average of a group of
successively generated residual sum values, each residual
sum value may be loaded into the filter as the filter input r
(again see equation 1). The filter output f, will then be the
weighted average of the residual sum value r just loaded into
the filter, and the previous averaged residual sum value 1, ;.
If the filter input r is the first residual sum value loaded into
the filter 62, then the filter output f,, can be that same residual
sum value. The averaging will begin when the next value is
loaded into the filter 62.

A plurality of residual sum values may be loaded into the
filter 62 in order to generate a nominal filter output value.
The nominal filter output value may be generated by loading
about 2 to about 10 successive residual sum values into the
filter 62. Once the nominal filter output value is generated,
it may be used as a standard by which to compare residual
sum values subsequently generated in order to determine if
an occlusion criterion is satisfied. For example, a succession
of residual sum values generated after the nominal filter
output value may be compared to the nominal filter output
value to determine if each residual sum value exceeds the
nominal filter output value by a threshold difference value.

The threshold difference value may be defined as a
residual sum value being at least about 20% higher in value
than the nominal filter output value. An occlusion criterion
may be further defined as having at least about 2 to about 10
residual sum values exceed the nominal filter output value
by the threshold difference value.

FIG. 13 is a flow chart detailing the generation and
analysis of multiple residual sum values in order to deter-
mine if an occlusion may exist between the output port 36
of the infusion device 32 and a patient who is attached to the
infusion device 32 by the infusion set 37. The flowchart
summarizes the procedure that has been discussed above for
analyzing multiple residual sum values from multiple
respective variable volumes 76 of fluid 42 dispensed. The
flowchart in FIG. 13 begins with box 98 which depicts the
variable volume cavity 70 of the spool 44 being filled with
a variable volume 76 of fluid 42. Box 100 depicts the
performing of a dispense cycle as described above. Box 102
depicts the measurement of a residual displacement datum
by the encoder 64 after each dispense cycle. Box 104 depicts
the storing of the residual displacement datum in the system
memory 60 by the processor 58. Box 106 depicts multiple
dispense cycles being performed until the variable volume
76 of fluid 42 is dispensed i.e. the spool main section 66 and
spool distal section 68 are at maximum separation. Note that
some fluid 42 will remain in the variable volume cavity 70
in this state. Box 108 depicts a residual sum value being
generated by summing all of the residual displacement data
which has been generated in box 102 and stored in the
system memory 60 in box 104. Box 110 depicts the residual
sum value generated in box 108 being loaded into the filter
62. Box 112 depicts multiple residual sum values having
been loaded into the filter 62. After about 2 to about 10
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residual sum values are loaded into the filter 62, the filter
output is declared the nominal filter output value as depicted
in box 114.

The variable volume cavity 70 is then completely filled
again with a variable volume 76 of fluid 42 as depicted in
box 116. Then a dispense cycle is performed as depicted in
box 118. Box 120 depicts the measurement of a residual
displacement datum by the encoder 64 ater each dispense
cycle. Box 122 depicts the storing of the residual displace-
ment datum in the system memory 60 by the processor 58.
Box 124 depicts multiple dispense cycles being performed
until the variable volume 76 of fluid 42 is dispensed i.e. the
spool main section 66 and spool distal section 68 are at
maximum separation. Note that some fluid 42 will remain in
the variable volume cavity 70 in this state. Box 126 depicts
a residual sum value being generated by summing all of the
residual displacement data which has been generated in box
120 and stored in the system memory 60 in box 122. In box
128 the residual sum value is then compared to the nominal
filter output value generated in box 114. The variable
volume cavity 70 is then filled again and another residual
sum value is generated after it is dispensed via a series of
dispense cycles as depicted in boxes 116-124. The residual
sum value is then compared to the nominal filter output
value generated in box 114. As depicted in box 128 variable
volumes 76 of fluid 42 will continue to be dispensed unless
about 2 to about 10 residual sum values exceed the nominal
filter output value generated in box 114 by a significant value
or by a threshold difference value. When that occurs, the
dispensing is stopped and an alarm is triggered as depicted
in box 130.

Yet another embodiment for an encoder is shown in FIGS.
14A and 14B. The encoder embodiments described thus far
have had the encoder measuring the angular motion of the
motorshaft. FIG. 14A depicts a spool 132 having an optical
pattern 134. FIG. 14A also depicts an optical encoder 136,
a gearbox 138, and a driveshaft 140. As shown in FIG. 14A,
the encoder 136 sends an optical signal 142 to the optical
pattern 134 thereby establishing the position of the spool
132. FIG. 14B depicts the spool 132 in a different position,
with the optical encoder 136 sending an optical signal 142
to the optical pattern 134 in order to measure the new
position of the spool 132. The encoder embodiment 132
depicted in FIGS. 14A and 14B therefore measures the linear
position of the spool 132 directly as opposed to measuring
the angular position of the motorshaft 54 as has been
previously described.

With regard to the above detailed description, like refer-
ence numerals used therein may refer to like elements that
may have the same or similar dimensions, materials and
configurations. While particular forms of embodiments have
been illustrated and described, it will be apparent that
various modifications can be made without departing from
the spirit and scope of the embodiments of the invention.
Accordingly, it is not intended that the invention be limited
by the forgoing detailed description.

The entirety of each patent, patent application, publication
and document referenced herein is hereby incorporated by
reference. Citation of the above patents, patent applications,
publications and documents is not an admission that any of
the foregoing is pertinent prior art, nor does it constitute any
admission as to the contents or date of these documents.

Modifications may be made to the foregoing embodi-
ments without departing from the basic aspects of the
technology. Although the technology may have been
described in substantial detail with reference to one or more
specific embodiments, changes may be made to the embodi-
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ments specifically disclosed in this application, yet these
modifications and improvements are within the scope and
spirit of the technology. The technology illustratively
described herein suitably may be practiced in the absence of
any element(s) not specifically disclosed herein. Thus, for
example, in each instance herein any of the terms “compris-
ing,” “consisting essentially of,” and “consisting of”” may be
replaced with either of the other two terms. The terms and
expressions which have been employed are used as terms of
description and not of limitation, and use of such terms and
expressions do not exclude any equivalents of the features
shown and described or portions thereof and various modi-
fications are possible within the scope of the technology
claimed. The term “a” or “an” may refer to one of or a
plurality of the elements it modifies (e.g., “a reagent” can
mean one or more reagents) unless it is contextually clear
either one of the elements or more than one of the elements
is described. Although the present technology has been
specifically disclosed by representative embodiments and
optional features, modification and variation of the concepts
herein disclosed may be made, and such modifications and
variations may be considered within the scope of this
technology. Certain embodiments of the technology are set
forth in the claim(s) that follow(s).

The invention claimed is:
1. A method for detecting occlusions during use of an
infusion device, comprising:
generating a plurality of residual sum values from a
plurality of respective variable volumes dispensed from
the infusion device, each variable volume being dis-
pensed by—
performing a plurality of dispense cycles with the
infusion device, each dispense cycle comprising—
providing power to a motor of the infusion device to
generate a motive force;
translating a spool slidably disposed within a bore
with the motive force from the motor;
transferring a sub-variable volume of fluid from a
variable volume cavity of the spool into an output
port which is in fluid communication with the bore
as a volume of the variable volume cavity is
decreased by the motion of the spool;
terminating the power to the motor; and
measuring a residual displacement datum of the
spool while no power is provided to the motor
with a position measurement device by measuring
the difference in a position of the spool at the
termination of the power to the motor and a
position of the spool at a cessation of motion of the
spool; and
summing the residual displacement data from each
dispense cycle performed while dispensing the
respective variable volume of fluid in order to gen-
erate a respective residual sum value;
individually loading a plurality of successive residual sum
values into a filter with each residual sum value gen-
erating a respective filter output, the filter output being
a running weighted average of residual sum values
which have been loaded into the filter to generate a
nominal filter output value;
comparing a plurality of residual sum values generated
subsequent to the generation of the nominal filter
output value to the nominal filter output value in order
to determine if each residual sum value exceeds the
nominal filter output value by a threshold difference
value; and
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alerting a user of the infusion device to an occlusion if a
plurality of successive residual sum values surpass the
nominal filter output value by the threshold difference
value.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein each volume dispensed
of the plurality of variable volumes dispensed is completely
dispensed.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein dispensing a respective
variable volume comprises performing about 1 dispense
cycle to about 100 dispense cycles.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
respective residual sum values that generate the nominal
filter output value are generated sequentially.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising loading
about 2 to about 10 residual sum values into the filter to
generate the nominal filter output value.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising alerting a
user of the device to an occlusion if about 2 to about 10
successive residual sum values are above the nominal filter
output value by the threshold difference value.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising alerting a
user of the device to an occlusion if about 2 to about 10
successive residual sum values are above the nominal filter
output value by a threshold difference value of at least about
20%.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein measuring a residual
displacement datum comprises measuring either a rebound
or overshoot displacement of the spool.

9. A method for detecting occlusions during use of an
infusion device, comprising:

performing a dispense cycle with the infusion device, the
dispense cycle comprising—providing power to a
motor of the infusion device to generate a motive force;
translating a spool slidably disposed within a bore with
the motive force from the motor;

transferring a sub-variable volume of fluid from a variable
volume cavity formed by the spool into an output port
which is in fluid communication with the bore as a
variable volume of fluid contained within the variable
volume cavity is decreased by the motion of the spool;

terminating the power to the motor; and

measuring a residual displacement datum of the spool
while no power is provided to the motor with a position
measurement device by measuring the difference in a
position of the spool at the termination of the power to
the motor and a position of the spool at a cessation of
motion of the spool; and

analyzing, with a controller, the residual displacement
datum in order to determine if an occlusion criterion is
satisfied.
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10. The method of claim 9, wherein analyzing the residual
displacement datum in order to determine if an occlusion
criterion is satisfied comprises comparing the residual dis-
placement datum to a stored value.

11. The method of claim 9, further comprising terminating
power to the motor and triggering an alarm indicating an
occluded state between the output port and a patient in fluid
communication with the output port if the occlusion crite-
rion is satisfied.

12. A method for detecting occlusions during use of an
infusion device, comprising:

performing a plurality of dispense cycles with the infusion
device, each dispense cycle comprising providing
power to a motor of the infusion device to generate a
motive force;

translating a spool slidably disposed within a bore with
the motive force from the motor;

transferring a sub-variable volume of fluid from a variable
volume cavity formed by the spool into an output port
which is in fluid communication with the bore as a
variable volume of fluid contained within the variable
volume cavity is decreased by the motion of the spool;

terminating the power to the motor; and

measuring a residual displacement datum of the spool
while no power is provided to the motor with a position
measurement device by measuring the difference in a
position of the spool at the termination of the power to
the motor and a position of the spool at a cessation of
motion of the spool;

summing the residual displacement data from each dis-
pense cycle from the same variable volume in order to
generate a residual sum value; and

analyzing, with a controller, the residual sum value in
order to determine if an occlusion criterion is satisfied.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein analyzing the
residual sum value in order to determine if an occlusion
criterion is satisfied comprises comparing the residual sum
value to a stored value.

14. The method of claim 12, further comprising termi-
nating power to the motor and triggering an alarm indicating
an occluded state between the output port and a patient in
fluid communication with the output port if the occlusion
criterion is satisfied.

15. The method of claim 12, wherein measuring a residual
displacement datum of the spool comprises measuring either
a rebound or overshoot displacement of the spool.

#* #* #* #* #*



